
1 

 

FIVE YEAR INTEGRATED PROGRAMMES (FYIPs) 

PUNJABI UNIVERSITY, PATIALA 

(M.A./M.Sc. Honours School) 
 
Punjabi University Patiala has been running several five-year integrated courses where students 

are admitted after 12th standard, and they can continue all the way up to post-graduation. These 

courses are being re-vamped and re-cast into a new frame-work, wherein inter-disciplinarity in 

approach and exposure to research, will be key components. The courses will not be tied to a 

single department but, instead students will experience a multi-faculty environment. Courses 

will be started in the Sciences and Humanities streams, involving multiple faculties.  

 

University Model 

The word “University” has its origins in the Latin word universitas (‘a whole’) which 

transliterates to “a community of scholars”. The core philosophy behind the concept of a 

university, is that of its being a centre for knowledge production, for preserving older 

knowledge systems and creating new knowledge systems, and for producing well-rounded 

graduates who can contribute meaningfully to society. There are several models for 

Universities in existence today: the British Universities as examining bodies and higher- degree 

granting institutions, German Universities as centres for teaching and research, French 

Universities as ‘Grande Ecoles’, and the American and Indian Universities, which follow a 

hybrid model. In the Indian state University model to which PUP belongs, a campus strong in 

teaching and research is expected to provide holistic knowledge to its students and academic 

leadership to its affiliated institutions. 

 

Motivation for FYIPs 

FYIPs are expected to offer a well-rounded, holistic education to students, with a view that a 

five-year programme will expose these students to foundational knowledge encompassing 

several different subjects belonging to different faculties. Students enrolled in these 

programmes can take courses ranging from sciences, arts and humanities. Thereby, these 

students will gain an appreciation for foundational knowledge systems in a plethora of 

disciplines, connect with the University atmosphere, and expand their horizons. The University 

expects that these students will on the one hand, participate in the production of new knowledge 

and assume intellectual leadership roles in society, and on the other hand, will be ready to take 

up a wide range of professions. 

 

Backdrop 

Punjab University Lahore had an excellent Integrated Masters programme, which nurtured 

several talented graduates including Nobel laureates Professor Har Gobind Khurana and 

Professor Abdus Salam, and the programme has survived through the times. Several Central 

universities have successfully been running Five Year Integrated Masters programmes. The 

IITs along-with their B.Tech. programmes have sustained FYIPs for several decades and all the 

IISERs have FYIPs in Science as their flagship programme. 

More recently, IISc Bangalore has also launched an FYIP in different areas of Science. 

Primarily, the focus of all these programmes has been Science & Technology. The need of the 
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hour is to broaden the ambit of these programmes and run FYIPs in a wide range of academic 

disciplines. 

 

Unique Niche of PUP 

PUP provides a unique ambience for such Integrated Programmes. The University was 

established in 1962 with a strong mandate to promote Punjabi language, literature and culture. 

In the decades since its inception, the University has diversified its education portfolio and has 

emerged as a key institution for imparting high-quality education in the areas of life sciences, 

physical sciences, medicine, engineering and technology, business studies, law, social sciences, 

humanities, languages, education, information sciences, arts and religious and cultural studies. 

Locating these undergraduate programmes within the PUP campus will ensure that these 

programmes can flourish under the umbrella that the campus of a university provides. All 

departments in the PUP campus will provide a “hands-on” research experience for the 

undergraduate students enrolled in such programmes, which will give them a broader 

perspective on the state-of-the-art and the current challenges in their respective subject areas. 

Therefore, PUP is eminently suitable for hosting such FYIPs. 

 

Multi- and Inter-disciplinary Approach 

The boundaries between traditional academic disciplines are becoming porous in today’s 

world, and current endeavours are becoming increasingly inter-disciplinary and multi- 

disciplinary in nature. The proposed FYIPs at PUP are a concrete initiative in this direction. 

These programmes are not tied to a particular department and will in fact have teaching faculty 

drawn from various departments. The course structure and syllabi have also been designed with 

unique opportunities for these undergraduates to take up “open electives” and “open courses” 

drawn from a plethora of University courses.The vision of these programmes dovetails very 

well with the recently unveiled National Education Policy of the Government of India. 

 

Skill Sets of Graduates 

The students enrolled in these programmes are to be considered as “work practitioners”, who 

are engaged in the appreciation for and production of new knowledge. The graduates of the 

programmes will gain a unique skill set which is poised at the intersection of several disciplines 

and will enable them in becoming generators of new knowledge and ideas. The employability 

of such graduates is high, given the practical knowledge, hands-on experience, and global skill 

sets they will gain. 

 

Overall Programme Structure 

The programmes have been envisaged as a seamless entity offering degrees in the following 

streams of Sciences and Humanities : Physical & Chemical Sciences, Biological Sciences, 

Mathematical & Computational Sciences, Social Sciences, Languages, and Arts. The salient 

points are described below: 

• The course structure of these FYIPs will be 3+2. 

• Within each stream of the FYIP, the first year will be common, and is to be treated as the 

“foundational year” in the chosen stream. 
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• The first two years of each FYIP will consist of core courses of components of that program 

and some elective and open elective courses that can be chosen from any stream. 

• Credits which are to be earned compulsorily will be decided by a particular FYIP stream. 

• In the beginning of the third semester, a ‘Major’ will allotted to the students as per their 

interest and merit. 

• In the open courses slot, at least 12 credits must be done from a different stream altogether. 

Further, in the open courses slot, at least 12 credits must be done from the same stream, but in 

a subject area different to the chosen Major. 

• Each stream will offer courses that are designed only for students from other disciplines.  

• There will be an exit option after the third year, where the student graduates with a B.A./B.Sc. 

(Honours School) degree. 

• There will be a strong emphasis on tutorials, teacher-student interactions beyond the 

classroom, quizzes, and self-learning. 

 

Details of the programme: 

FIVE YEAR INTEGRATED PROGRAMMES (FYIPs) 

Programme Eligibility Duration Seats Course Coordinator 

Physical and 

Chemical 

Sciences: M.Sc. 

(Honours 

School) Physics/ 

Chemistry  

 

10+2 class with 

Science (Non-

Medical/Medica) 

having a 

minimum 

aggregate of 50% 

marks (45% for 

SC/ST). The 

admission shall 

be on the basis of 

merit. 

5 100 + 

Additional 

Seats as per 

university 

policy 

Dr. Sanjiv Puri (Mobile 

No.: 9815603759)  

E-mail: 

sanjivpuriucoe@gmail.com  

 

Biological 

Sciences: M.Sc. 

(Honours 

School) 

Biotechnology/ 

Botany/ 

Zoology/ 

Human Genetics  

 

10+2 class with 

Science (Non-

Medical/Medical) 

having a 

minimum 

aggregate of 50% 

marks (45% for 

SC/ST). The 

admission shall 

be on the basis of 

merit. 

5 100+ 

Additional 

Seats as per 

university 

policy 

Dr. Himender Bharti 

(Mobile No.: 8591645454, 

9356785454) E-mail: 

himenderbharti@gmail.com 

Mathematical 

and 

Computational 

Sciences: M.Sc. 

(Honours 

School) 

Mathematics/ 

10+2 class in any 

stream with 

Mathematics 

having a 

minimum 

aggregate of 50% 

5 150+ 

Additional 

Seats as per 

university 

policy 

Dr. Shalini Gupta (Mobile 

No.: 9888056068, 

8264660706) E-mail: 

shalini@pbi.ac.in  
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Statistics/ 

Computer 

Science(with 

specialization in 

artificial 

intelligence and 

data science)  

 

marks (45% for 

SC/ST). The 

admission shall 

be on the basis of 

merit. 

Social Sciences: 

M.A. (Honours 

School) 

Economics/ 

History/ 

Political 

Science/ 

Psychology/ 

Public 

Administration/ 

Philosophy/ 

Sociology  

 

10+2 class in any 

stream having a 

minimum 

aggregate of 50% 

marks (45% for 

SC/ST). The 

admission shall 

be on the basis of 

merit. 

5 180+ 

Additional 

Seats as per 

university 

policy 

Dr. D K Madaan (Mobile 

No.: 9417079934) E-mail: 

dkmadaan@pbi.ac.in 

Languages: 

M.A. (Honours 

School) Punjabi/ 

English/  Hindi/ 

Sanskrit/ Urdu/  

Persian  

 

10+2 class in any 

stream having a 

minimum 

aggregate of 50% 

marks (45% for 

SC/ST). The 

admission shall 

be on the basis of 

merit (60%), 

aptitude (20%) 

plus interview 

(20%).  

 

5 120+ 

Additional 

Seats as per 

university 

policy 

Dr. Surjit Singh (Mobile 

No.: 9356462593) E-mail: 

surjitpbiu@pbi.ac.in  

 

Performing and 

Visual Art: 

M.A. (Honours 

School) Theatre 

and Film 

Studies/ Music 

(Vocal)/ Music 

(Instrumental)/  

Dance/ Fine 

Arts/ Gurmat 

Sangeet  

 

10+2 class in any 

stream having a 

minimum 

aggregate of 50% 

marks (45% for 

SC/ST). The 

admission shall 

be on the basis of 

merit (60%), 

aptitude (20%) 

plus interview 

(20%).  

 

5 110+ 

Additional 

Seats as per 

university 

policy 

Dr. Nivedita Singh (Mobile 

No.: 9888515059, 

8968995182) E-mail: 

drnivedita_music@pbi.ac.in 

(Exit option, in all the above-mentioned programmes, after completion of three years with degree 

of B. A./B.Sc. (Honours School) in respective discipline) 

For more details download Handbook of Information: https://handbook.pupadmissions.ac.in/  

https://handbook.pupadmissions.ac.in/

